
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Job	Description:	Estación Biológica de Doñana (EBD)	
 

Role: Research Assistant 
Duration: 3 months 
Website: www.ebd.csic.es 

Location:
Estación Biológica de 

Doñana CSIC (EBD)
C/ Américo Vespucio, s/n, 

41092, Isla de la Cartuja, 
Sevilla

 
Company	Description: 
Doñana Biological Station is a public research institute belonging to the Consejo 
Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, CSIC, within the area of Natural Resources. 
Our primary mission is to carry out multidisciplinary research at the highest level, 
directed at understanding, from an evolutionary point of view, how biodiversity is 
generated, how it is maintained and damaged, in addition to the consequences of its 
loss and the chances of their preservation and restoration. 
 
Furthermore, it also promotes the transfer of scientific knowledge to society. The 
institute consists of a main building in Seville, which has an innovative Stable 
Isotope Laboratory (LIE) and two field stations, the ICTS Doñana Biological Reserve, 
(Doñana Natural Area, Almonte, Huelva) and Roblehondo Field Station 
(ParqueNatural de las Sierras de Cazorla, Segura and Las Villas). 
 
Role	Description: 
The trainee will participate in a project that centres on a comprehensive empirical 
evaluation of the evolution of sexual networks and sexual conflict traits. This will be 
carried out in a beetle species that is used as a model system. The project will be 
integrated in a large and long-term experimental evolution approach consisting of 
several lines of beetles that have been maintained for over 90 generations under 
different selection treatments (presence/absence of sexual selection and 
presence/absence of population subdivision). The project brings together several 
areas in the study of evolutionary ecology and utilizes powerful methods to address 
questions at the cutting edge of sexual selection theory. Notably, the project will 
focus on characterizing the structure of sexual networks in experimentally evolved 
beetles. The trainee will also assist members of the research group in a series of 
experiments and assays carried out with the individuals from the selection lines, 
and he/she will be involved with several aspects of experimental evolution 
protocols. 
 
Tasks	to	be	performed:	
The trainee will carry out (or assist in carrying out) some of the following tasks: 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Characterization of the social and sexual network structure in the beetles 
from the selection lines. 

 Helping out with running of assays to examine variation in traits responding 
to the different treatments of selection. 

 Helping out with the collection of the material and samples for assaying the 
reproductive success of individuals. 

 Preparation of samples for the measurement of male and female behavioural 
and reproductive traits that play a role in (or are the consequence of) sexual 
conflict. 

The specific timing of the activities above will vary depending on the progress of 
the assays and is also contingent on needs and on the reproductive cycle of the 
individuals, but if possible the trainee will be exposed to a balanced representation 
of the tasks. The work will be mainly done in laboratories of EBD. 
	
Required	Applicant	Profile:	
EBD are seeking graduates in animal behaviour, biology, botany, ecology, zoology or 
related fields to carry out a 13-week internship at their research institute in Seville, 
Spain. Participants will be encouraged to attend weekly seminars hosted by the 
institute. Spanish language skills are not necessary but would be an asset. 


