
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   

 

 

Job Description: Estación Biológica de Doñana (EBD) 
 

Role: Research Assistant 
Start Month: January 2020 
Duration: 3 months 
Website: www.ebd.csic.es 

Location: 
Estación Biológica de 

Doñana CSIC (EBD) 
C/ Americo Vespucio, s/n, 

41092, Isla de la Cartuja, 
Sevilla 

 
Company Description: 
Doñana Biological Station is a public research institute belonging to the Consejo 
Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, CSIC, within the area of Natural Resources. 
Our primary mission is to carry out multidisciplinary research at the highest level, 
directed at understanding, from an evolutionary point of view, how biodiversity is 
generated, how it is maintained and damaged, in addition to the consequences of its 
loss and the chances of their preservation and restoration.  
 
Furthermore, it also promotes the transfer of scientific knowledge to society. The 
institute consists of a main building in Seville, which has an innovative Stable 
Isotope Laboratory (LIE) and two field stations, the ICTS Doñana Biological Reserve, 
(Doñana Natural Area, Almonte, Huelva) and Roblehondo Field Station (Parque 
Natural de las Sierras de Cazorla, Segura and Las Villas). 

 
Role Description: 
The aim of this project is to quantify the importance of waterbirds for seed dispersal 
across different types of habitat, which we propose to study in the greylag goose 
(Anser anser) – a thus far largely overlooked waterbird species. Greylag geese 
transport a wide range of aquatic, riparian and terrestrial plant seeds, including 
native and alien plant species, and species not previously known to be transported 
by other animal vectors. 
 
Tasks to be performed: 
The participant will assist on the extraction of seeds by washing goose droppings in 
a stack of sieves with increasing mesh sizes (finest mesh 40 μm). The contents will 
then be separated, counted, photographed and identified to the lowest possible 
taxonomic level under a stereomicroscope. To germinate the seeds, they will be 
placed in an agar solution on a petri dish inside a germination chamber on a 14:10 h 
photoperiod at respectively 22 and 18°C. Seeds will be checked for germination 
twice per week for at least two months, and washed regularly with distilled water to 
avoid fungal infections. 
 
 

http://www.ebd.csic.es/inicio


 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   

 

Required Applicant Profile: 
EBD are seeking graduates in animal behaviour, biology, botany, ecology, zoology or 
related fields to carry out a 13-week internship at their research institute in Seville, 
Spain. Participants will be encouraged to attend weekly seminars hosted by the 
institute. Spanish language skills are not necessary but would be an asset. 
 


