
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   

 

 

Job Description: Estación Biológica de Doñana (EBD) 
 

Role: Research Assistant 
Start Month: January 2020 
Duration: 3 months 
Website: www.ebd.csic.es 

Location: 
Estación Biológica de 

Doñana CSIC (EBD) 
C/ Americo Vespucio, s/n, 

41092, Isla de la Cartuja, 
Sevilla 

 
Company Description: 
Doñana Biological Station is a public research institute belonging to the Consejo 
Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, CSIC, within the area of Natural Resources. 
Our primary mission is to carry out multidisciplinary research at the highest level, 
directed at understanding, from an evolutionary point of view, how biodiversity is 
generated, how it is maintained and damaged, in addition to the consequences of its 
loss and the chances of their preservation and restoration.  
 
Furthermore, it also promotes the transfer of scientific knowledge to society. The 
institute consists of a main building in Seville, which has an innovative Stable 
Isotope Laboratory (LIE) and two field stations, the ICTS Doñana Biological Reserve, 
(Doñana Natural Area, Almonte, Huelva) and Roblehondo Field Station (Parque 
Natural de las Sierras de Cazorla, Segura and Las Villas). 

 
Role Description: 
This project concerns the temporal dynamics of mutualistic networks. Mutualistic 
interactions (such as pollination or seed dispersal) structure biodiversity and 
provide essential services and functions, allowing coexistence of species. This 
proposal combines data on disperser-fruit interactions with the temporal variation 
of fruit abundance (i.e. phenology) to reach the following objectives:  

• Assessing how seasonal and long-term phenological shifts in the abundance 
of dispersers and plant resources will alter the mutualistic interactions 
among fleshy-fruited plants and birds in climate-change scenarios 

• Determining the prevalence of phenological uncoupling and evaluating its 
ultimate consequences for biodiversity conservation 

• Forecasting future dynamics of mutualistic networks under different 
scenarios of climate change. 

 
Tasks to be performed: 

• Help with the installation of mist nets in the field to capture birds and collect 
faecal samples for diet analysis 

• Analyse the faecal content and determine fruits consumed, using the 
microscope 

http://www.ebd.csic.es/inicio


 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   

 

• Help with the phenological monitoring of plants on the field 
• Participate in data analyses and discussion of ideas 

 
Field work is carried out at Doñana National Park, Spain. Field work is intensive 
every two weeks but only early in the mornings. The days without field work will be 
devoted to laboratory and data analyses.  

 
Required Applicant Profile: 
EBD are seeking graduates in animal behaviour, biology, botany, ecology, zoology or 
related fields to carry out a 13-week internship at their research institute in Seville, 
Spain. Participants will be encouraged to attend weekly seminars hosted by the 
institute. Spanish language skills are not necessary but would be an asset. 
 


